By T homas LindDberg

y
There s a message in the Bible for every season of the year.

® As the year begins, “Seek first the kingdom of God”
(Matthew 6:33, NKJV).

e As Easter dawns, “I am the resurrection and the life”
(Jobn 11:25).

® On July 4, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord”
(Psalm 33:12).

o At Thanksgiving, “In everything give thanks; for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

But how about at the end of the year?
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Assemblies of God
Faculty Positions
Available

The Assemblies of God Commission
on Christian Higher Education
continues to develop a national
database of all interested persons
who would like to be considered for
faculty positions at endorsed A/G
colleges and universities.

The greatest area of need is in the
non-Bible and theology disciplines,
particularly math, science, behav-
ioral science, business, music, and
social science areas. However, all
interested persons are encouraged
to apply regardless of discipline.
Previous college teaching
experience preferred but may not be
required in all situations.

Requirements for

database eligibility:

* Member of Assemblies of God
with faithful attendance at an A/G
church

e A/G pastor’s recommendation
* Master's degree minimum,
Doctorate preferred

Online application available at
www.colleges.ag.org

For further information,
please contact:

Christian Higher Education
Department
1445 North Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO 65802
(417) 862-2781, ext. 3315
colleges@ag.org
www.colleges.ag.org

Here’s a key verse for anyone
who is serious about serving God
and being his or her best for Him
in 2006: “Anyone who puts a hand
to the plow and then looks back
is not fit for the Kingdom of God”
(Luke 9:62, NLT).

Jesus Christ spoke these words.
What did He mean by them?

Our Lord was, in essence, saying,
“The past is behind us. Like water
poured on the ground, it cannot
be picked up. Move on with life.
Don’t look back.”

The apostle Paul echoed this
truth when he wrote, “Forget-
ting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heaven-
ward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13, NIV).

As we face the new year, we need
to ask ourselves three key ques-
tions: “What should I forget?”
“Why must I not look back?”
“How should I move forward?”

What should | forget?

What should you forget? Cer-
tainly not God’s benefits. “Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
His benefits” (Psalm 103:2, NK]JV).
Try writing down the blessings of
God you experienced during 2005
and recalling them often.

So what should you forget?

Be sure to forget your mistakes
in 2005. We all make mistakes.
Our mistakes may have been as
parents, at our job, handling our
money, in decisions we made, with
words we’ve spoken, or in 101
other areas. We must learn from
our mistakes, but we must not
dwell on them.

The kangaroo is Australia’s
national symbol. It was chosen
because it always moves forward.
That’s a good practice in life.

Don’t

continually rehearse

past mistakes in your mind. It will
ultimately erode your faith, joy
and peace.

Forget your resentments of 2005.
Bitterness and resentment will rot
your bones (see Proverbs 14:30).
Forgive, move on, and don’t look
back.

When you drive by roadkill, do
you stop your car, open the door
and take a deep breath? Of course
not. You get past that carcass as
quickly as possible. You need to
treat hurts and resentments that
way. Don’t stop your life by them.
Forgive and move on.

Forget your forgiven sins. Cer-
tainly, if you have not faced your
sins of 2005, do so right now. The
Bible says, “He who conceals his
sins does not prosper” (Proverbs
28:13, NIV). But once you ask God
to forgive you, live in the Spirit and
move on with life. Don’t look back.

Why should 1
not look back?

What did Jesus mean when He
said we are not fit for His kingdom
if we look back? The Greek word
translated “not fit” means not us-
able, not in a suitable condition.

For example, if you have a pair
of shoes with a big hole in the
sole, that shoe is not in a suitable
condition. If one of your tires has
a steady, slow leak, it’s really not
usable.

If you are always looking back to
the bad events of 2005, you’re like
that shoe with a hole or that tire
with a leak — you’re not in a con-
dition where God can fully use you.

Most parents have had the expe-
rience of a child who made a big
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mistake and
begins to pout.
It affects his or her whole attitude.
What do we tell our children?
“Stop crying over spilled milk!”

God basically says the same thing
to us. He tells us to move on past our
bad experiences and not look back. If
we refuse to obey Him, we’re not fit
for the kingdom of God.

An old, seasoned captain of a
fishing boat was asked, “What’s
the key to survival when the ocean
is angry and rough?” He replied,
“There’s only one thing to do. You
point your boat directly into the
storm, give her enough throttle,

and don’t veer to the
port or starboard.”

You know, that’s also true

in life. Constantly looking back at

2005 is no way for God to use you

and be a success in 2006. Jesus’

counsel is so much better: “Put

your hand to the plow and don’t
look back.”

Don’t continually
rehearse past
mistakes in your
mind. It will

ultimately erode
How should 1
move forward?

Forgetting your past and moving
ahead with life is more than keep-
ing your chin up and just getting
over some things. You need to
maintain a grateful spirit. As diffi-
cult as your circumstances may be,
you need to be sure to give thanks
in the midst of them.

your faith, joy

and peace.
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haplains minister effectively in diverse settings and to people
from various backgrounds, traditions and religious beliefs. They
are ordinary people who are inspired by extraordinary purpose.
The Chaplaincy Department trains, supports and equips those
who are inspired to extraordinary ministry by taking the gospel to
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