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For this drag racer, living in the fast
lane nearly cost him everything

rom my days as an al-
) tar boy and all the way
through high school, no
one would have looked
at me and said, “That’s a bad
kid.” Raised by strict parents,
I was taught the value of hard
work, honor and dedication.

But upon graduating from high
school my life took a dangerous
detour. I moved into my own
apartment and started hanging
out with a group of people who
consumed lots of alcohol and
used drugs.

About that same time, my father
bought a company, Truline Indus-
tries, that manufactured jet parts.
The Ohio-based company proved
to be highly lucrative, so I started
working there and was paid more
money than most kids my age. I
used the money to buy alcohol and
cars, including a supercharged Cor-
vette I raced at a local drag strip.

After my parents bought me a
“funny car,” I began racing on the
National Hot Rod Association
circuit. As with most professional
sports, there were lots of drugs and
women around as temptations.

I was truly living in the fast lane.
For four years, I flew all over the
country to compete in drag races.
In each city, I stayed in expensive
hotels and hopped from one night-
club to another in Lamborghinis

and Ferraris. When I look back
now, it is sad how much money I
wasted. My cocaine habit alone
was costing me $1,000 per week.

Finally my self-indulgent life-
style, alcoholism and deception
caught up with me: I lost my mar-
riage. Regardless of a painful di-
vorce, I continued using drugs and
lusting after every deviant thing
the world had to offer.

In 1987 I paid a visit to a travel
agent, intending to book a vaca-
tion to any place where the parties
lasted through the night. Instead,
the attractive travel agent invited
me to accompany her on a cruise
to the Caribbean. I was afraid
of getting caught with cocaine in
another country, so I convinced
myself not to take any of the sub-
stance with me. On the cruise and
temporarily off drugs, I began to
see my life with greater clarity,
suddenly realizing I needed to do
everything possible to reconcile
with the woman who had been
my fiancee.

Upon returning from the cruise,
it occurred to me that God might
help me get my fiancee back. In an
attempt to earn His help, I went to
a bookstore and bought three ver-
sions of the Bible and began read-
ing them in parallel fashion. By
the time I had read from Genesis
to the Book of John, I knew I was

lost and needed salvation. Alone
in my living room, I confessed my
sin, surrendered my life to Jesus
and made Him my Lord and Sav-
ior. That day I was also supernatu-
rally delivered from cocaine and
alcohol.

The years
of never be-
ing satisfied
and always
seek-
ing more
pleasure
instantly
came to an
end. The
void in my
life was re-  Court and Amy with sons
placed by Trevor (left) and Aaron
a deep love
for God. The distractions in my
life — such as Porsches and par-
ties — also faded in importance. I
just knew I needed more of Jesus.

A few days later T heard that a
former defensive end for the De-
troit Lions and Cleveland Browns,
Bill Glass, was holding an evange-
listic crusade. I attended the first
night, and then invited my father
to come the second night. At the
close of the service, he rededicated
his life to Christ. My mother, who
seldom left the house due to some
emotional issues, agreed to join us
for the final night of the crusade.
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It was one of the greatest miracles
I have ever witnessed when she
stood to her feet and responded
to the altar call in front of 5,000
people.

In God’s providence, that night
we met Pastor Stefan Sawczak,
who was planting an Assemblies
of God church near our home.
My father offered to donate land
to him if he ever wanted to build
a church. In the meantime, my
father said, the congregation of
Chester Christian Center could
meet at our company’s facility.

Shortly after my conversion, I
sensed God was calling me into
the ministry. With Pastor Stefan’s
mentoring, living for God and
knowing Him became my mission
in life. After my fiancee rejected

my efforts to reconcile, the Lord
began to speak to me about at-
tending Bible college. The next
semester I enrolled at Valley Forge
Christian College.

VFCC was a life-changing edu-
cational and spiritual experience.
The chapel services and classroom
opportunities helped shape me
into a true follower of Christ.
While attending the college, I also
met Amy, a godly woman who
became my wife.

During my senior year at VFCC,
my family suffered a devastat-
ing tragedy: My younger brother,
Dean, was killed by a drunken
driver. We were still dealing with
the pain of his passing when my
father asked me to consider com-
ing back to Truline Industries
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to help him run the company.

At first, it didn’t seem to make
sense because I was preparing
for a preaching ministry. In time,
however, it became apparent the
company was the pulpit God had
for me. In time my father turned
the reins of the business over to
me as CEO.

Today, as a husband and father
of two teenage boys, I realize my
family is my most important con-
gregation. I must model Christlike
principles to both my family and
my employees. In other words,
how I live my life must be a reflec-
tion of what I preach. As a business
leader, I must demonstrate that
I value relationships more than
financial statements. Some compa-
nies say, “Leave your problems at
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home.” Here, we say, “Bring your
problems in — we want to pray

with you and point you to princi-
ples that can help you overcome.”

I have grown to see work as
worship. We honor God by how
we conduct ourselves at work and
how we run our businesses. Too
often people try to leave God out
of the workplace. That’s where
we spend a significant amount of
our time. God needs to reign over
that part of our lives, too. We
should look forward to coming to
work because of the opportuni-
ties God gives us to glorify Him
in the marketplace.

There were many years when
church was not a part of my life.
For that reason, today the church
is huge for me. It’s not a building

or an organization; it’s the body
of Christ working and praying
together to further the Kingdom.
What an amazing privilege to ex-
perience God’s grace together in a
church setting.

God’s grace accepted me as |
was. I tell the men I teach at Teen
Challenge that if God can forgive
me, He can forgive them. I was as
far away from God as a person
can get, but He found me. I was
running with the rich and famous
and on a continual quest for plea-
sure, but God never gave up on
me. He knew there was coming a
day when I would recognize that
without Him in my life I was go-

ing nowhere fast. e

E-mail your comments to tpe@ag.org.

To know God and be ready for heaven, follow these steps:

A. Admit you are a sinner.
“There is no one righteous, not even one ...

for all have sinned and fall short of the
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Emergency! Africa’s church needs
more trained leaders to sustain a
great soul harvest of 13 million. As a
First Responder, you can help.

For just $50 a month you ean help
Africa’s Hope train one leader
in an Assemblies of God Bible school
or extension program.

Trained leaders are Africa’s hope.

How many leaders do
you want to train?
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RODUCING THE FIRST-EVER SAGU MEGA CAMP!
1. Personalized coaching.
2. Character improvement.
3. Special achievement awards.
4. A glimpse of college life.
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glory of God.” Romans 3:10,23 (See Romans 5:8; 6:23.)

Ask God’s forgiveness and repent of your sins.
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Romans 10:13 (See Acts 3:19.)

B. Believe in Jesus (put your trust in Him) as your only hope of salvation.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16 (See John 14:6.)

Become a child of God by receiving Christ.
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” John 1:12 (See Revelation 3:20.)

C. confess that Jesus is your Lord. \
“If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” = Wirr
Romans 10:9 (See verse 10.) fﬁ
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For further help, contact the Assemblies of God
church near you.

If you would like someone to pray with you concerning your
decision to follow Jesus Christ, please contact the church
indicated on the back cover or call:

1-800-4PRAYER

Assemblies of God National Prayer Center
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